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   No matter which 
holidays you cele-
brate, ’tis the season 
to give—and give 
back. There are nu-
merous ways to show 
folks a little extra love 
this time of year.        
   Whether it’s a big or 
small gesture, if it 
comes from the heart, 
it will be received 
with warmth and ap-
preciation. 
  So, what are some 
ways you can make a 
difference? Here are 
some ideas to try—and spread 
some joy this December. 
1. Volunteer to read holiday 
books to kids.  
   Whether at a local library or 
even at a children's hospital, 
there are usually openings for 
readers to entertain young kids 
around the holidays. It's fun, 
simple and could be a rewarding 
experience for you as well as the 
kids. 
2. "Adopt" a child to shop for.  
   There are countless websites 
out there that will give you a list 
of children who have asked for 
things for Christmas or Hanuk-
kah but whose families are too 
poor to give them anything. With 
a simple search, you are given 
access to child or family’s wish 
list, and you can shop for them 
and help them have a happier 
holiday season!  
   Here’s one to try through 
Community Assistance Center: 
http://www.ourcac.org/adoptafa
mily/. 
3. Help with dinner.  
   Holiday meals can be just as 

large and stressful as Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, so don't put the 
whole burden on your parents. 
Help them cook, set the table, do 
the dishes—surprise them all! 
4: Community clean up.  
   Around the holidays, cities get 
a little messier, whether it's due 
to the weather or due to parties, 
more shoppers than usual, etc. 
Some neighborhoods run volun-
tary clean up crews, and it might 
be something nice to do for your 
own community if you notice 
extra trash or debris lying 
around.  
5. Open a door for someone. 
   Sometimes, the littlest gestures 
go a long way. You never know 
what someone is going through 
on any given day. The simple act 
of holding a door open for some-
one can be a kindness that could 
brighten someone’s attitude and 
inspire them to pay it forward. 
Plus, it’s just about the easiest 
thing you can do! Win win! 
6. Volunteer at a homeless 
shelter. 
   This one is on a larger scale, 

and you could even 
get a group together 
and make a day of 
it. Countless home-
less shelters and 
missions dot the 
Atlanta area. Gather 
some friends and 
family, check out 
VolunteerMatch.org 
to find the one 
that’s best for you 
and get on out 
there! 
7. Donate money 
or clothing items. 
   If you’ve got some 

extra cash lying around—or 
you’re willing to break into that 
piggy bank—now is a great time 
to give a monetary gift to those 
who could use it. From Salvation 
Army bell ringers to Operation 
Christmas Child, you can’t go 
many places without seeing local 
drives. Get out there and con-
tribute! 
8. Help prepare food—or de-
liver it—for Meals on Wheels. 
   There are a few ways to help 
this great organization dedicated 
to delivering hot, delicious meals 
to seniors. Practice your culinary 
skills by volunteering to prepare 
meals, or take the car out for a 
spin and deliver them. 
   Regardless of your means, 
there’s always a creative way to 
give back to your school, your 
community and your family. 
Even if it’s making extra effort to 
get along with your siblings dur-
ing break, your kind efforts will 
generate more kindness and joy, 
and will be greatly appreciated. 
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Guess Who?   
Alexa Madrid 
STAFF WRITER 

The Halloween Edition’s  
“Guess Who” teacher was ... 

Mrs. Cardenas! 
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   It is very difficult, try as one might, to 
avoid encountering Snapchat. With 158 
million daily users opening the app on an 
average of 18 times a day, no one can deny 
that the social media app is extremely popu-
lar.  
   But does that mean it’s good? My unpop-
ular opinion for this edition is NO. 
   Snapchat is not good because many peo-
ple use it to improve their own botched idea 
of self-worth, even though it’s “literally just 
a worse form of texting,” according to sen-
ior Daniel LaPlante.  
   On the use of social media to boost one's 
precise self-worth, Max Pelot, a tenth grader 
says, " ...it is does not provide any meaning-
ful contribution to your life." 
   There are many ways that this app can 
look appealing at first glance, and that’s how 
they get you. One of the ways it hooks you 
is by intensifying the desire humans already 

have to be accepted by others. The more 
streaks you have, the more people like you, 
right? False. 
   Another reason it’s a bad app is because it 
plays with one’s self-esteem when it comes 
to looks. Snapchat offers filters, which edit 
your face in real time to achieve “society’s 
standard” (and sometimes to make you into 

something like an adorable dog, which can’t 
be good for anyone’s mental health).        
   This quickly turns into a vicious cycle: 
You snap an edited picture of yourself, 
someone decides they want to look that 
way, and then they snap an edited photo 
back—all the while knowing deep down 
neither person actually looks like either pho-
to. This leaves only disappointment in its 
wake. 
   The thing is, there isn’t truly a “standard.” 
Popularity is a joke. Society is a hoax. The 
second you base your actions around the 
collective is the second you become invisi-
ble.  
   So, don’t be sheeple, and don’t snap your 
friend at two o'clock in the morning because 
you think eliciting a reaction will improve 
your self-worth.  
   Spoiler alert: It won’t. 
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Unpopular Opinion Corner: Why Snapchat is Awful 
Jackson Pelot 
STAFF WRITER 

Kishan on a Mission is a recurring col-
umn giving you advice about anything you 
need. To have your question featured in 
the newspaper, e-mail the address below. 
   Christmas is around the corner, 
and you might get some of Sydney 
Rowen’s (check p.3) new recom-
mended technology. But, how will 
you use it, and how will you be safe 
with it? You don’t want to be 
checking your texts carelessly, and 
then walk into a pole! 
   That brings me to my first piece 
of advice: Watch your surroundings 
when using expensive devices. If 
you fall, trip or damage your new 
iPhone Xs MAX, that’s expensive. 
(To learn more about this product, 
check out page 6 of RAAI’s Hal-
loween Edition.) 
   Next, make sure you know how 
to use your new device or technol-
ogy before playing around with it. 
Some devices can be difficult to set 
up, and if you receive a special treat 
this holiday season, make sure you 
follow the instructions set it up 
with care. You don’t want to have 

to tell your mom you accidentally 
downloaded a virus onto your new 
laptop and it won’t start up. Keep 
Mom happy because the alternative 
also can be expensive. 
   The last thing you should know is 
to be safe online. If you’re playing 
Fortnite on that new phone you got 
for Christmas, the built in micro-
phone will only capture your 
voice—but if you’re playing with 
someone on a lesser-known online 
platform, be careful not to give out 
any personal information, like your 
address or birthday. 
   I hope my advice helps you have 
a technological understanding of 
being safe this holiday season!  
 

 What kind of advice  
do you need?  

Perhaps advice to help you  
will be featured  

in my next mission!   
 

   E-mail: kpatel@williamandreed.com  
    
    

Kishan on a Mission:  
Respect the Tech & Stay Safe 
Kishan Patel 
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  For this edition’s lesser-known sport, let’s 
take a look at disc golf!  
   This sport has many different names such 
as disc golf, frisbee golf, folf or frolf. It is 
basically exactly like golf, but instead of 
having a hole to aim at, there are metal bas-
kets as the goals—and instead of clubs and 
balls, you throw a special disc similar to a 
frisbee. There are different weights to the 
frisbees, like bowling balls, and they are 
much heavier than normal plastic frisbee.  
   Another way disc golf is different is that 
it’s a lot cheaper than golf. You can pur-
chase a disc golf set for about five dollars at 
your local Wal-Mart! 
   A lot of the rules are the same as in golf. 
The person with the disc farthest away from 
the hole throws his disc until it is closer, and 
then the other person throws. There is an 
out of bounds just like in normal golf as 
well. 
   I interviewed an active member of the 
Professional Disc Golf Association, Aaron 

Phillips, and this is how it went. 
   RAAI: How did you get into disc golf?  
   Phillips: I started playing disc golf as a 
favor to a friend of mine that I went to col-
lege with. He was older than me and played 
every weekend by himself. So I offered to 
join once with no expectations. After my 
first round, I was hooked and went to the 
store and bought some discs and watched 
every disc golf video on YouTube I could 
find. I then started to contact all my friends 
and get them into it and the more we played 

the more people we met and they started to 
tell us about tournaments and once I felt I 
could compete, I joined my first one. 
   RAAI: How many years did it take for 
you to start competing in intermediate disc 
golf tournaments?  
   Phillips: I started playing in tournaments 
about two years after I played my first 
round of disc golf. 
   RAAI: How many people and how many 
holes are usually played at each tournament?  
   Phillips: Most tournaments will have gen-
erally 72 entrants, as you can have four peo-
ple per hole to start for 18 holes. Some 
courses have more or fewer holes and that 
will generally determine the total entrants.  
   I currently compete individually in the 
intermediate division and that has about 15-
25 people in my division per tournament. 
   I have personally never played disc golf, 
but it sounds very fun!  
   New W&R sport, anyone? 

 

College Basketball 
Drew Yuhas 
STAFF WRITER 

   In college basketball, Kansas, Gonzaga, 
Duke, Virginia and Michigan State are all 
teams that are on top right now—but it 
might not stay this way. In this article, I will 
talk about which teams are being very suc-
cessful and why that is. 
   The Kansas Jayhawks are doing well (with 
a 6-0 record), and their success is from many 
things—one, being their coach Bill Self. 
Because of his leadership, the Jayhawks have 
won or tied for the Big 12 regular-season 
title in each of the past 14 seasons. Last sea-
son, they were 31 and 8 (including the post-
season where they lost in the semi-finals) 
with a .795 winning-losing percentage. So far 
this year, they are ranked number two with 
two wins. 
   The Michigan State Spartans are a good 
team and they deserve credit for it. Sparty's 
got Miles Bridges (Player of the Year, ac-
cording to Sports Illustrated), who averaged 16 
points, 8 rebounds and 2 assists last year. 
Even more amazing, this season is only his 
sophomore year. The Spartys also have three 
other sophomores (Cassius Winston, Nick 
Ward and Josh Langford) as well as Tum 
Tum Nairn, Ben Carter and Gavin Schilling, 
and power forward Jaren Jackson who is a 
top-10 freshman talent. All of these players 

give the team a great advantage. 
   The Duke Devils are a powerful team 
because of all their players from Marvin 
Bagley III to Grayson Allen to Trevon Du-
val.  
   According to CBS Sports Senior Writer 
Matt Norlander, “Marvin Bagley III has no 
business being forced to play college basket-
ball. Bagley's unlikely to lead Duke in scor-
ing, but his skill set, size, vision and motor 
make him a no-brainer to land in our top 
five. We put him at No. 2, behind Bridges, 
only because we've yet to see him play a 
game. He should be a matchup nightmare in 
most games.” 

   Last year, Duke was 28-9, and so far this 
year they are 7-1 (a loss to Gonzaga). Duke’s 
success is from many things and these are 
just some of them. 
   The Gonzaga Bulldogs are a team that 
right now is at the top of the rankings. They 
are 8-0, and they averaged 98 points in those 
seven games. They have outstanding players 
as well. 
   Rui Hachimura (who averages 22.5 points 
a game), Zach Norvell Jr. (who averages 
17.7 points a game) and Brandon Clarke 
(who averages 15.5 points per game) all con-
tribute to Gonzaga’s success.  
   According to GP, “Williams is a Missouri 
transfer who started all 39 games for a Gon-
zaga team that finished 37-2 last season and 
played for the national title. The 6-9 forward 
averaged 10.2 points and 6.4 rebounds while 
shooting 40.0 percent from 3-point range. 
He got 19 points, eight rebounds and three 
blocks in the Elite Eight win over Xavier.” 
   All of this gives Gonzaga an edge on the 
court. 
   That said, many college teams are domi-
nating the court, but these are currently the 
best. It will be exciting to see how the rest of 
the season plays out for these four power-
houses. 

Golf  Without a Club? Disc Golf ! 
Devin Neveu 
STAFF WRITER 
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   Xbox One is a gaming console created by 
Microsoft, and Sony’s is PlayStation. Both 
have been popular since they came out. So, 
which is best? Here’s a comparison of the 
two. 
   The first Xbox was made in November of 
2001. Different versions continue to come 
out—and, as more updated versions are 
created, the prices rise.  
   The original Xbox was $245 and the Xbox 
360 was $300. After that, the Xbox 360 E 
was $450. The Xbox One was originally 
$500 because when it was first released it 
was required that the Xbox Kinect came 
with the console—however, people didn’t 
want to be forced to have a camera that 
follows you in your house. Because of that, 
the price was later lowered to $250 when the 
Kinect was removed and changed to be 
purchased separately. On the other hand, 
the Xbox One S only shot up to $300, 

which was surprising to me because it has 
better features. It was almost 50% smaller 
than the original and had more storage and 
smoother controls. It also had more bun-
dles, including three free months of Xbox 
Live and three free months of Xbox Game 
Pass. 
   This is the Xbox that I own. The Xbox 
One X is way more expensive, and I hon-
estly don’t think it should be the price it is. 
It currently stands at $500, even though the 
One S had more improvements than the 
One X, whose only upgrades are its smaller 
size and the fact that it can capture game-
play in 4K resolution. Also, it has 40% 
more power, which I’m guessing means it 
runs smoother and faster than the One S. 
 
   On the flip side, PlayStation is a compet-
ing gaming console made by Sony.                  

(continued on page 5) 

Xbox Versus PlayStation 
Devin Neveu 
STAFF WRITER 

Portal 2 Review: It’s All About the Puzzles 
Riley Strumpf 
STAFF WRITER 

   There is a lot to be discovered under the 
deep dark depths of the mysterious under-
ground testing facility, Aperture Laborato-
ries, in this edition of RAAI’s featured vid-
eo game—Portal 2. While traversing 
through the game, players slowly uncover 
what happened to an abandoned facility and 
have to solve intricate puzzles along the way 
in order to win. 
   Portal 2 is purportedly one of the most 
complex puzzle games released to date. The 
very simple premise of having access to two 
variants of portals, blue and orange, pro-
vides millions of ways players can toy with 
levels, each level getting more complex as 
one progresses through the game.  
   The game doesn't have much of a story 
line, per se, but it is more focused on creat-
ing vast and overly complicated levels for a 
player to explore. That said, although the 
story is possibly the most ignored aspect of 
the game, it’s still fun to listen to the clever 
narration.  
   But don’t think it’s all chatter; the game 
also knows when to be quiet. When one is 
solving puzzles, no voices are played, which 
allowing one to put his attention fully into 
solving that puzzle!  

   

Now, how does one solve a puzzle using 
portals? It’s quite simple, actually.  
   At the beginning of the game, a player will 
obtain a very powerful piece of machinery: 
the Portal Gun. This “Portal Gun” shoots 
out orange and blue portals, which connect 
to each other and provide a source of tele-
portation for things like the player, heavy 
cubes that trigger buttons, lasers and gel. 
   There are all sorts of different game me-
chanics and ways to use them, and this arti-

cle would be a hundred pages long if I listed 
all of them. 
   GameSpy said, “Sporting some of the 
best writing and voice work in years (as well 
as some deviously designed puzzles), Portal 
2's single-player campaign is superior to its 
predecessor in every way.” 
   GamesRadar+ also had great things to 
say. 
   “Portal 2 couldn't be Portal, but it's the 
next best thing. It's a longer, funnier, more 
emotional plummet through Aperture's 
perplexing laboratory, and its meticulous 
detail, perfect pacing, and kinetic, mind-
expanding puzzles make it a blazingly mem-
orable experience.” 
   For my tastes, Portal 2 is still one of the 
best puzzle games out there, and it still 
thrives, even seven years after its initial re-
lease. It deserves each of the five stars I’ve 
given it. 
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Xbox vs. PS 
 

(cont’d from page 4) 
   The first PlayStation was made in Decem-
ber of 1994, and it too has undergone many 
changes and iterations—the latest one being 
PlayStation 4 Pro, the premium PlayStation 
4, made in November of 2016.  
   The PlayStation camera is very similar to 
the Xbox Kinect, but it is exclusively for the 
PlayStation 4 and PlayStation 4 Pro.  
   Unlike Xbox, there is only one member-
ship for the PlayStation. You can own the 
PlayStation Plus membership.  
   For one month, it is $11; for three 
months, it is $25; and, for twelve months, it 
is $60. This is basically the same exact prices 
of the Xbox memberships.  
   In terms of the gaming console prices, the 
PlayStation 1 was $100, since it was more of 
a retro console like the N64. The 
PlayStation 2 was $350; and the PlayStation 
3 was $600, which was very high for a gam-
ing console. 

   When PlayStation 4 came out, the price 
was lowered to $260, due to many com-
plaints about how expensive the PlayStation 
3 was. Finally, 
t h e 
PlayStation 4 
Pro is $400 
which is $100 
more than the 

Xbox One S 
but $100 cheaper than the Xbox One X.  
   The PlayStation 4 Pro was a lot smaller 
and came in an even more expensive, small-
er version. It seems to be worth it, though. 
   According to American animator Don 
Bluth, in an interview with Gamer’s Temple, 
“I have never seen a game's graphics look 

so sharp and clean. The sound design for 
the game is also unique on the Xbox. The 
memory on this system allowed us to pro-
vide the user with 5.1 Dolby surround 
sound for home theatre owners.”  
   According to a video game designer Jeff 
Minter in an interview with The Gaurdi-
an.com, “PlayStation consolidated the sec-
ond wave of gaming. There was a slack peri-
od before it came when nothing much was 
happening.”  
   Personally, I prefer the Xbox console 
because there are more cross-play options 
on Xbox than on PlayStation. Cross-play is 
multiplayer between different consoles. It 
allows me to play a lot of games with my 
friends on Nintendo Switches or on PC. 
   How about you? Game on!  

 

Photo credit: 
https://www.gamestop.com/comm

on/images/lbox/909275b.jpg 

   Santa Claus is someone we all have heard 
about, no matter what you celebrate. He’s an 
old, oversized man with a red suit and a 
white fluffy beard. Some people believe 
Santa is real and some don't. Some say At-
lanta’s own Coca-Cola Corporation invented 
the look we know him by today (False, by 
the way!). Whether you’ve been naughty or 
nice this year, it’s fun to think about the 
spirit of Santa. But where did he come 
from? 
   The legend of Santa Claus began hundreds 
of years ago, when it was told to children 
that he was a monk named St. Nicholas.   
   History.com says, “It is believed that 

Nicholas was born some-
time around 280 A.D. in 
Patara, near Myra in mod-
ern-day Turkey.” He was 
known for his kindness and 
generosity toward children 
and “he [also] gave away all 
of his inherited wealth and 
traveled the countryside 
helping the poor.” News of 
his great generosity must 
be why his legend became 
widely known. 
   In the 1840s, advertise-
ments were centering holi-
day toy ads around the 
new, and popular Santa Claus. It was only a 
matter of time before children and their 
parents wanted to see Santa in person. 
   History.com also says, “In the early 1890s, 
the Salvation Army needed money to pay 
for the free Christmas meals they provided 
to families in need. They began dressing up 
unemployed men in Santa Claus suits and 
sending them into the streets of New York 
to solicit donations.”   
   Over time, Santa became more and more 
popular among children and their families. It 
was not long until elves and reindeer came 

into the picture. Now Santa Claus is one of 
the most beloved holiday icons around the 
world! 
   He’s gone through many wardrobe chang-
es throughout his existence, from a blue 
three-cornered hat with red waistcoat and 
yellow stockings in the 18th century, to the 
red and white we think of today. 
   In conclusion, Christmas time can be very 
exciting, and keeping the spirit of Santa 
Claus alive keeps us all feeling young—and 
joyous.   

Some Ho-Ho-Ho History on Santa Claus 
Payton Usher & Caroline Warner 
STAFF WRITERS 
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 The best part in any season change is the 
new decorations that get pulled out to make 
your house more festive and cozy! But the 
prices of decor around the winter holidays 
can be horribly overpriced. Rather than 
missing out of the fun of decorations, you 
can make your own for free! (Or at least at a 
much lower cost.)  
   Here are two fun and adorable winter 
crafts that will put you in the holiday spirit! 

Hot Glue Snowflakes 
   A simple, quick craft that will make your 
house feel festive is hot glue snowflakes. 
This can take anywhere from 10 minutes to 
a whole day of family fun! All you need is a 
hot glue gun, plenty of glue sticks, wax pa-
per—and, depending on how artistic you 

are, you could print 
out pictures of 
snowflakes to trace 
or draw your own 
stencils. 
   Once you’ve 
gathered your sup-
plies, lay out your 
stencil and lay the 
wax paper over it. 
Trace or freehand 
your snowflake 

with the hot glue, wait for it to dry, and peel 
it off. It’s that simple!  

   You can use any kind of glue you want, 
you can add sparkles, and every snowflake is 

unique, so it’s a difficult craft to mess up.  

Fish Bowl Lights 
   This decoration is so simple, it can’t even 
be classified as a craft. All you need are 
some lights in any size, color or design, and 
two new or clean fish bowls.  
   This simple trick creates a magical festive 
glow of light anywhere in your home. All 

you need to do is find 
a mantle or some-
where to display 
them, and then pile 
the lights into the 
bowl.  
   That's it! 

Festive Do-It-Yourself  Decorations 
Kailin Neveu 
STUDENT EDITOR 

 

’Tis the Season to be Grinchy 
Kailin Neveu 
STUDENT EDITOR 

   The winter holidays are a perfect, stress 
free, and magical time of year for all . . .  
   Okay, that’s not always the case. Along 
with all the fun and magic sometimes 
comes  a bit of stress and less enjoyable 
activities. When you think of the more dif-
ficult parts of the holidays, six specific 
things may come to mind… 
1. Midterms.  
   It’s hard to enjoy getting into the holiday 
spirit when the stress of studying for mid-
terms is in the back of your mind. Even 
when you aren’t actively studying, you feel 
like you should be—and the pressure to do 
well in on them is in full swing. Midterms 
are most likely the most stressful thing any 
student has to deal with. It’s such a bum-
mer that they have to happen right around 
holidays!  
2. Putting up lights. 
   Whether you celebrate Christmas or not, 
everyone loves driving down the street and 
seeing lines of houses beautifully decorated 
with lines of twinkling holiday lights! How 
ironic, then that no one likes to think about 
the actual set up of this decór. Spending all 
day in the cold on a giant ladder stapling 
strings of lights to your roof—knowing one 
has to take them all down in a month—
isn’t anyone’s favorite past time. But the 
end result it totally worth it! 
3. Cramped quarters. 
   We all love our families, of course. But 

being forced to sleep on the floor of your 
living room while  Cousin Betty is chilling 
in your bed doesn’t appeal to most people. 
While spending time with our families is 
fun, the extra dose of togetherness (in extra 

close quarters) can be a little overkill. Hav-
ing twelve people jam-packed into a house 
built for four can get a tad stressful. 
4. Last to shower. 

   As we mentioned, there are many 
joys that come with having your family 
in town—but being last in the bath-
room line in the morning isn’t one of 
them. Showering in the winter is nor-
mally a relaxing activity—the warm 

water feels good in the cold weather. 
What’s less warm and fuzzy, however, 
is having to shower after all of the rest 
of your family has used up the warm 
water. It doesn’t matter how great 
spending quality family time can be; no 
one is a fan of that. 
5. Prices go up—money in your wallet 
goes down. 
   Browsing for holiday gifts for your 
friends and loved ones can be a blast. But 
getting to the register and racking up your 
total somehow manages to take a lot of the 
fun out it. Prices tend to skyrocket at the 
holidays and can make it pretty difficult to 
shop for everyone you know. You start 
having to rely a lot of quantity over quality.     
   Eleventh grader Peyton Siebert agrees. 
   “Even though the holidays are my favor-
ite time of the year, I don’t enjoy how long 
the lines are in stores!”  
6. Hearing “No” to every item on your 

wish list. 
A tag-along to the high prices as all of the 
stores is having your parents turn down all 
the fun things you ask for. They tell you 
everything on it your list is too expensive 
this time of year. (Note to self: make 
Christmas wish lists in July.) 
   In all seriousness, however, try not to let 
these minor annoyances get in the way of 
your holiday cheer! 
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Nifty Gifty Ideas 
Sydney Rowen  
STAFF WRITER 

Can you believe it? The holidays are just 
around the corner! Whether you want to 
give or receive, here are the most hyped-up 
holiday gifts for 2018. 
 

GIFTS FOR TEEN GIRLS 

• Fujifilm Instax Mini 9  
        Instant Camera. 
This modern version of the Polaroid cam-
era is totally in. 8th grader Caroline Warner 
said, “ I love my Fujifilm! These days, all 
pictures are taken on cell phones, so it is 
nice to have something retro.” 
Price: $69. 

• James Charles’s Sisters 
Apparel Merchandise. 

Social media and YouTube 
Beauty Guru James Charles is 
famous for his makeup looks, 
creativity and outgoing person-
ality. His merchandise shop 
features variety tees, sweat-
shirts, pants and accessories. 
Definitely a number one on 
many teen girls holiday gift lists. 
Prices vary.  
• Amazon Echo (2nd 

Generation).  
The Amazon Echo has blown 
up ever since it released in late 
2015. If you are a teen, the 
Echo is a perfect gift for you. 
The product is similar to Siri; 
however, it is a cylinder-shaped 
speaker with the name “Alexa.” Alexa helps 
answer your questions just the same. Price: 
$100. 

 

GIFTS FOR TEEN BOYS 

• Beats Studio 3 Wireless  
 Headphones. 
If you have a large chunk of change to 

spend on a teen boy who loves listening to 
music, these headphones are for you. Pure 
Adaptive Noise Canceling blocks external 
noise and preserves the full clarity, range, 
and emotion of your sound so the outside 
world won't bother you. Price: $349.95. 

• Fortnite V- Bucks. 
Apparently, Fortnite V-Bucks are essentially 
gift cards for the popular game. They can 
be used to buy skins, outfits, llamas and 
other accessories.  Price range $10-$100. 
   Sixth grader Kishan Patel thinks “V-

Bucks are a great way to 
spend money this Christmas 
[and they] are very useful 
when making purchases in 
Fortnite.” 

•  Money/Gift Cards. 
We did a lot of research on 
this one, and the consensus 
was most boys at this age 
would be happy with money.  
Why? So they can buy what 
they want! 
 

GIFTS FOR MOMS 
• Impressions Vanity. 
Touch Pro LED Makeup 
Mirror: Why would you get 
your mom an expensive mir-
ror if she already has one in 
her bathroom? That's what 
you are probably thinking if 
you know nothing about 
makeup. The touch pro mir-

ror is, in a way, a “Smart Mirror”. Not only 
does it have a 360 degree rotation, but it has 
a super zoom feature that lets mom have 
makeup that is so on fleek. Price: $99.99. 

• Instapot. 
If your mom is a foodie, maybe you and 
your siblings can go in on an Instapot. Simi-
lar to a Crock Pot, it is faster, easier AND 

safer. One could even leave the house with 
the Instapot on and cooking. Price: $129.99.   

• Kendra Scott Jewelry. 
You can never go wrong with jewelry, espe-
cially when it has meaning. Kendra Scott’s 
collection is affordable and classy, with a 
range of prices to fit your wallet. Price: $33- 
$300.  

 

GIFTS FOR DADS 
• Apple Watch Series 4. 
A bit on the pricier side but sure to be 
something he’ll love, the Apple Watch has 
revolutionized modern technology. With a 
touch screen, step counter and hundreds of 
thousands of apps to download, this gift is 
perfect for dad. Price: $400. 

• The Original Bottle Popper. 
This interesting piece of technology pops 
bottles in the blink of an eye. Whether it's 
for old school Coke bottles or other drinks, 
Dad is sure to love it! Price:  $12.  

• Amazon Echo Show. 
If your dad loves to cook and listening to 
music, then the Echo Show is for him. This 
awesome device allows you to listen to mu-
sic, pull up your favorite recipes, FaceTime, 
call—and you can even watch your favorite 
shows with a Hulu account! Price: $229.99.  

 

Photo credit:  
https://sisters-

apparel.com/products/good-
and-fresh-black-

hood-
ie?variant=128063839928

95 



PAGE  8  REED ALL ABOUT IT HOLIDAY EDITION 2018 

Alexa’s Recs: My Top 4 Holiday Movies 
Alexa Madrid 
STAFF WRITER 

   It’s getting to be that time of year where 
sitting in front of the TV watching classic 
Christmas movies with a warm blanket and 
hot cocoa is everyone’s favorite activity. 
Here are four modern classics to watch with 
the ones you love. 

   Home Alone is a PG-rated adventure-
comedy from 1990. When 8-year-old Kevin 
McCallister played by Macaulay Calkin acts 
out before a family trip to Paris, his parents 
make him sleep in the attic, which causes 
them to forget him at home when they leave 
the next morning.  

   At first, he is glad to be rid of them, but 
his excitement fades when he hears that two 
robbers played by Joe Pesci and Daniel 
Stern planning to rob his home.   
   Released on Nov. 16, 1990, and directed 
by Chris Columbus, Home Alone made 476.6 
million dollars in the box office.  
   Ninth crader Sam Frandina says, “Home 
Alone is one of the best Christmas movie 
ever.”   
   Another ninth grader, Ashlyn Applebaum, 
agrees. “This movie makes me laugh and I 
love it!” 
 

   Next up, The Polar Express is a G-rated 
fantasy-adventure from 2004.  
   When a doubting young boy takes a magi-
cal train ride to the North Pole to help him 
rediscover the joys of Christmas. He goes 

on a journey of self-
d i scovery  tha t 
shows him that the 
wonder of youth 
never leaves the 
ones who believe.  
   Released on Oct. 
30, 2004, The Polar 
Express was directed 
by Robert Zemeckis 
and the music was 
composed by Alan 
Silvestri. It made 
the box office of 
 $310.6 million when 
it was released.  
   Ninth grader Ani-
ka Patel doesn’t think it was all that great. 
   “The Polar Express is an all right movie 
because it was slow to me.”  
   Spanish teacher Señor Reynolds has an-
other take.  
   “Watch the movie, and remember,” he 
says. “The magic of Christmas is within 
you.” 
 

   Another fan fave, Elf, is a PG-Rated fan-
tasy-romance from 2003.  
   Buddy, played by actor Will Ferrell, was 
accidently transported to the North Pole as 
a toddler and raised to be an adult by Santa’s 
elves. Unable to shake the feeling that he 
doesn't fit in, Buddy travels to New York in 

search of his real father, who happens to 
be rude businessman named Walter 
Hobbs.  
   After Buddy proves that he is his son, 
Walter attempts to start a relationship 
with Buddy, which causes many chaotic 
results.  
   Ninth grader Shivani Patel says, “I love 
Elf because it is funny. My favorite scene 
is Buddy in the coffee shop.”  
   English and Georgia Studies teacher 
Mrs. Yuhas says, “Who doesn’t love a 
movie about an Elf who puts syrup on his 
spaghetti?” 

 
 

  Lastly, Dr. Seuss’s How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas is one of the best-known Christ-
mas movies ever.  
   There are three versions of this movie: the 
classic from 1966, the live-action from 2000 
and the new animated one that came out 
recently.  
   In this classic story, the Grinch decides to 
ruin Christmas for the people of Whoville 
with his dog, Max. However, the Grinch 
runs into a problem when he encounters the 
caring Cindy Lou Who.  
   Seventh grader Gavin Riccardi says, “I like 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas because it 
teaches mthe importance of friendship.”  
   Ninth grader Sam Frandina prefers it old 
school.  
   “My personal favorite is the classic one 
from 1966,” he says. 
   Happy viewing this holiday season! 
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Holiday Fun! 
Riley Strumpf & Caroline Warner 
STAFF DOO-DADDERS 
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