
 
2020 Summer Reading Assignment 

AP English Literature & Composition 
 

Dear Students, 
 
Congratulations on being amongst the amazing students at William & Reed Academy, and welcome to AP English 
Literature & Composition! I hope you are as excited as I am to embark on this journey. This year you will enter an 
exciting world filled with challenging literature and writing assignments, which will assist in preparing you for college 
sources in English and composition. To begin, I have created a summer reading assignment that will help prepare you 
for the course as well as introduce the main concepts I will cover this year. You are responsible for purchasing copies of 
the books you will need to complete this summer assignment (details below). In twelve months, you will no longer be 
a William & Reed Academy student; you will be a William & Reed Academy scholar, ready to take on the world.  
 

The Assignment 

 
Parts 1-4 are due on the first day of school. Part 5 is ongoing. You will be tested over Part 6 throughout the year. The 
specific requirements/tasks for the summer assignment are detailed below. It is best to complete the tasks in order. 
 
Part 1:  
Print, read, and annotate “How to Mark a Book.” Bring the annotated copy on the first day of school.  
 
Part 2:  
Read and annotate How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. (If you have already read this book 
for an Honors course, read it again with fresh eyes.)  
 
Part 3: 
Read All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. While reading, annotate using “How to Mark a Book” and 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor as manuals. This novel will be the basis for your first major essay of the year. 
Be sure you have a copy that you can bring to class and keep on hand for the duration of the first unit.  
 
Part 4: 
Connect Thomas C. Foster’s ideas to All the Light We Cannot See. Choose a chapter from Foster’s text that aligns 
with Doerr’s novel, then write a 12-sentence paragraph explaining the connection. 
   

http://classicalkids.net/files/How%20to%20Mark%20a%20Book.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pnFLPjIkBiOUv36JSRLXF8O3JPPBtYNU


Part 5: 
Traditionally, students who struggle with AP Literature have done so because their vocabulary is not as developed as it 
should be for a college course. Here are some recommended ways to ripen your lexicon: 
★ Numerous academic students show that the best way to build one’s vocabulary is by reading prolifically at a 

level that is slightly above one’s comfort zone. Additionally, when reading such texts, look up any and all 
words that you cannot define. Look them up in the moment, not hours, days, or weeks later. Therefore, the 
ideal way to work on building your vocabulary is to read works of literary merit with a critical lens.  

★ Use a vocabulary workbook or Vocabulary Workshop: Third Course by Elliot from the JM Book Room.  
 
Part 6:  
Learn each term on the “Stylistic + Rhetorical Devices” lists. You will be tested over these terms throughout the year.  
 
Final Remarks: 
★ Bring all books (with annotations), notes, and written assignments on the first day of school. Compile all 

written assignments into one printed and bound document (i.e.,  stapled or placed in a binder or folder).  
★ Your Parts 1-3 annotations will be graded using this rubric. 
★ Your Part 4 will be scored using the AP Literature Scoring Guide. 
★ You are expected to have a working printer this year. 
★ Purchase and bring to class the following AP practice book: 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature.  

 
If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Hubbard at mhubbard@williamandreed.com.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rD0I5FXrS3c3CiWzfD50XWPDAYxyX90b
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1f5hqePILzkGzV5AS4qgbs0tTbWk6JceM
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-ced-2020-scoring-guidelines.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://www.amazon.com/Steps-AP-English-Literature-2020/dp/1260455661/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
mailto:mhubbard@williamandreed.com

