
Summer Reading Assignment - Summer 2019  
William & Reed Academy  

        AP English Literature & Composition 
  

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Students, 

Congratulations on being amongst the amazing students at William & Reed Academy, and welcome to AP Literature and 

Composition!  We hope you are as excited as we are to embark on this fantastic journey.   This year we will be entering an exciting 

world filled with challenging literature and writing assignments which will assist in preparing you for future college courses in 

English and composition.  To begin this journey, we have created a summer reading assignment that will help prepare you for the 

course as well as introduce some of the main concepts we will be covering this coming school year. You are responsible for picking 

up copies of the books you will need to complete this summer assignment (details below).  In twelve months, you will no longer 

simply be a William & Reed Academy student – you will be a William & Reed Academy AP scholar & ready to take on the world.  

 

The Assignment: Parts 1 -5 are due Monday, August 5th as we will begin working on the first day of school.  

Part 6 is ongoing, and students will be tested over Part 7 during the first month of school and throughout the 

school year. The specific requirements/tasks for the summer assignment are detailed below. It is best that you 

complete these tasks in this order.  

 

Part 1: Print, read, and annotate “How to Mark a Book.” Bring the annotated copy to school on August 5th. 

http://classicalkids.net/files/How%20to%20Mark%20a%20Book.pdf 

 

Part 2: You will read and annotate How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster. (If you have already 

read this book for an honors course, I am asking you to read it again with fresh eyes.) While reading, annotate and/or take detailed 

notes in a notebook; use “How to Mark a Book” and “Guidelines for Reading” as a manual, as well as the book itself (it will provide 

tips on how to best be an active and critical reader). 

 

Part 3: Read All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. While reading, annotate and/or take detailed notes 

in your notebook; use “How to Mark a Book” and How to Read Literature Like a Professor as manuals. *This 

novel will be the basis for your first major essay of the year. Make sure that you have a copy that you can bring to class and keep for 

the duration of the first unit (usually for the month of August).  

 

Part 4: Connect Foster’s ideas to the novel you read. After reading the novel above, as well as the book How to Read 

Literature Like a Professor, choose a chapter from Foster’s work that clearly aligns with the novel or play you chose to read. Then, 

write a 12 sentence paragraph that applies the concepts covered from that chapter to the novel or play you read. Use this document 

as a manual for writing a 12 sentence paragraph: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsMjczZ2VmOTdzUEk 

 

Part 5: Explore Foster’s ideas even further. Using the handout titled “Writing Assignments for Foster’s How to Read 

Literature Like a Professor,” choose two writing assignments to complete. Both writing activities selected should focus on a 

chapter different from the one chosen for part 4 (above). https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsdFpFLVczZXRQQ1U 

http://classicalkids.net/files/How%20to%20Mark%20a%20Book.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsMjczZ2VmOTdzUEk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsdFpFLVczZXRQQ1U


 

Part 6: Build your Vocabulary. Traditionally, students who struggle with AP Literature have done so because their vocabulary 

is not as developed as it should be for a college level course (as all AP classes are). Here are some recommended ways to ripen your 

lexicon: 

● Numerous academic studies show that the best way to build one’s vocabulary is by reading prolifically at a level that is 

slightly above one’s comfort zone. Additionally, when reading such texts, look up any and all words that you cannot 

define—look them up in the moment, not hours/days/weeks later. Therefore, the ideal way to work on building your 

vocabulary is to READ works of literary merit, READ many of them, READ them critically. (Not sure what novels/plays to 

pick? Choose extra titles off the list of options for Summer Reading that are included in this packet.)  

● Use a vocabulary workbook. There are many of these available at your local bookstore (try an ACT/SAT vocabulary 

workbook for starters) or check out Vocabulary Workshop: Third Course by Elliot from the JM  book room (please do not 

write in this book).  

● Another great option is to work through the following online quizzes. Start with the junior level and work your way up to 

the senior level: 

○ Junior level: http://www.vocabtest.com/high_school/junior.php 

○ Senior level: http://www.vocabtest.com/high_school/senior.php 

Part 7: Learn every term in your Stylistic and Rhetorical Devices handbook. You will be tested over these terms within 

the first month of school and multiple times throughout the school year. Make flashcards to keep throughout the year. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsSlJoekdkOVc4OEk *We may also add on to these terms as I see necessary! 

 

Final Notes:  

1. Bring all books (with annotations), notes and written assignments with you on the first day of school. Compile ALL of your 

written assignments into ONE printed, bound document. This may be stapled, placed in a binder, 3-ring folder, etc.  

2. Your annotations and/or notes for Parts 1-3 will be graded using the attached Annotations Rubric.  

3. Your paragraphs for Parts 4 and 5 will be scored using the AP Literature Scoring Guide found on this document: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9U7tBTa7gAsblFRYWRKWTZZaT 

4. You are expected to have a working printer for the duration of the school year. 

5. We will reference & use the following AP practice book: 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature 2019, 1st edition 

(https://www.amazon.com/Steps-AP-English-Literature-2019/dp/1260122549/ref=sr_1_2?crid=112AEQ9QDTFGK&key

words=5+steps+to+a+5+ap+literature+2019&qid=1557799251&s=gateway&sprefix=5+steps+to+a+5+ap+lit%2Caps%2C

132&sr=8-2). Please purchase a new, unused copy of this book and bring it to class. Do not purchase previous editions as 

the types of questions have changed, and you want the most updated version. 

 
For any questions, you may contact: cblevins@williamandreed.com. Please let me know ASAP if you can’t access 

any of the documents. Coming to school unprepared is not an option! 
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Summer Reading Annotations Rubric    

+  (90-100)  

-Student has thoroughly annotated text with questions, observations, and connections to the  

  text/real life; summary of important ideas 

-Challenging words and concepts are marked; interesting and surprising parts are noted 

-Comments show a thorough understanding of the text 

-Consistent marking throughout the text (not bunched) 

-Student found examples of ALL or very nearly all of the required literary elements 

 

  (80-89) 

-Student has proficiently annotated the text with questions, observations, and connections to  

  the text/real life; some summary of important ideas 

-Some challenging words and concepts are marked; interesting and surprising parts are  

  noted 

-Comments show an understanding of the text 

-Somewhat sporadic marking throughout the text (some bunching) 

-Student found examples of many of the required literary elements 

 

(70-79) 

-Student annotations are insufficient but do contain a variety of comments 

-Few challenging words and concepts are marked; few interesting and surprising parts are 

  noted 

-Comments do not convey understanding of text 

-Few and sporadic marking throughout the text 

-Student found only a few of the required literary elements and/or repeatedly marked the  

  same elements 

 

 (0-69) 

-Student made little to no effort to annotate the text 

-Few to no challenging words or concepts are marked; few to no interesting and surprising parts are noted 

-There seems to be no understanding of text 

-Marking is sporadic or almost nonexistent 

-Student seems to make little to no effort to find required literary elements 

 

SAMPLE ANNOTATED IMAGES: Although these are very extensive for one page, they give you a sample of what 
kinds of things to write in the margins for annotations Remember that highlighting and underlining alone DOES NOT 
COUNT as annotating. You must have a notation next to each marking for it to be considered an annotation. 1-2 proper 
annotations per page would yield an A using the rubric.  
 

 
 
*Some of this summer reading assignment has been adapted from http://jmaplit.weebly.com. A special thanks to Mrs. Ollenburg 
and Mrs. Parker! 

http://jmaplit.weebly.com/

