
Summer Reading Assignment - Summer 2019                          

William & Reed Academy 

AP English Language & Composition 

    

Dear Students,   

Congratulations on being amongst the amazing students at William & Reed Academy, and we look 
forward to an exciting year in AP English Language and Composition.  We hope you are as excited as we 
are to embark on this fantastic journey.  Your year will be full of considering enlightened thoughts, 
creating complex arguments, and learning to interpret the world around you.  In twelve months, you will 
no longer simply be a William & Reed Academy student – you will be a William & Reed Academy AP 
scholar & ready to take on the world.   
 

Please read this carefully, so you understand all aspects of the assignment.  

THE ASSIGNMENT: BRING Parts 1, 2, 3, & 4 on Monday, August 5th because we will begin working 
with these on the first day of school. Please complete the assignments in order as listed.  

This year in AP English Language & Composition, you will be asked to analyze various nonfiction texts for 
their argument. In this summer reading assignment, you will be able to identify the author’s argument 
and identify and analyze the author’s purpose in the text. Finally, it would be in your best interest to  

Part 1: Print, read, and annotate an excerpt from the article: “How to Mark a Book” and use this article to 
help you annotate the book listed below. 
http://classicalkids.net/files/How%20to%20Mark%20a%20Book.pdf 

Part 2: Read the attached document (Prolific Characteristics to Note) BEFORE you read the book.  

Part 3: Select and read ONE of the listed texts. You must also annotate the book. By annotate, we mean 
that you should underline, highlight, star, and THEN note, etc. anything that you: A. Find interesting, B. 
Can be applied from what you learned from the “How to Mark a Book” article, or C. You just want to talk 
about later. D. Items from the Prolific Characteristics to Note handout (attached)  **Any highlighting or 
underlining should have a margin note to accompany it. (see rubric on pg. 3)  

Part 4: Assignment  

1. Once you have selected a book, please go to Google Classroom through your William & Reed 
email ONLY https://classroom.google.com/ and join our class. Here is the class code: 
qew83f. You need to ANSWER and respond to the posted questions by 11:59 pm on August 4th, 
2019. There will be directions for commenting on classmate submissions as well. Be prepared to 
complete in-class activities, quizzes/tests, or projects associated with your chosen text during the 
first 2-3 weeks of school. 

2. Create an outline (not an essay) determining the argument of the text and the purpose (the reason 
the author is making this argument). This needs to be typed, double spaced in 12 font Times New 
Roman with a header and heading. Directions are on the next page.  

If you have any questions, you may contact Mrs. Yuhas: kyuhas@williamandreed.com.  

 

http://classicalkids.net/files/How%20to%20Mark%20a%20Book.pdf
https://classroom.google.com/
mailto:kyuhas@williamandreed.com


 

Outline Format Please follow this outline format EXACTLY.  Note: this is an OUTLINE, not 
a formatted essay.  

- Thesis statement  

o Argument in text:  

o Author’s purpose: 

- Body #1  

o Arguable claim that connects to thesis:  

o 3 pieces of evidence: (direct quotes from text and MLA citations*)  

o Analysis- In order to effectively connect your evidence to your claim, consider these 
guiding questions that could be addressed:  

▪ How does this evidence help identify the argument of this text?  

▪ How does this evidence demonstrate why the speaker is making this argument?  

▪ How does this evidence exemplify the significance of the speaker’s message?  

▪ How does this evidence inform what the speaker wants their audience to believe or do 
as a result of their message?  

- Body #2 

o Arguable claim that connects to thesis: 

o 3 pieces of evidence: (direct quotes from text and MLA citations*)  

o Analysis- In order to effectively connect your evidence to your claim, consider these 
guiding questions that could be addressed:  

▪ How does this evidence help identify the argument of this text? 

▪ How does this evidence demonstrate why the speaker is making this argument?  

▪ How does this evidence exemplify the significance of the speaker’s message? 

▪ How does this evidence inform what the speaker wants their audience to believe or do 
as a result of their message?  

*For help writing an arguable claim, visit this site: 
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Claims%20Claims%20Claims.pdf. 

*Use the OWL at Purdue for reference on MLA. You must bring a printed hard copy of your 
outline to class on the first day of school. Failure to have a copy of the outline will result in a zero 
for the summer reading grade. Expect a timed essay writing in class based on your book and 
outline during the first weeks of school. 
 

 

 

https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Claims%20Claims%20Claims.pdf


       

2019 Summer Reading Book Choices 

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World (Philosophy) By Dalai Lama and 
Desmond Tutu How do we live a life of joy in the 
face of adversity? Spend a breathtaking week in 
deep dialogue and playful laughter with His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and the Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. Join two of the most joyful people 
on the planet—who are also beloved friends—and 
share their hard-won wisdom of finding enduring 
happiness and joy in the face of life’s challenges. 

Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers 
(Science) By Mary Roach Stiff is an oddly 
compelling, often hilarious exploration of the 
strange lives of our bodies postmortem. For two 
thousand years, cadavers―some willingly, some 
unwittingly―have been involved in science's 
boldest strides and weirdest undertakings. In this 
fascinating account, Mary Roach visits the good 
deeds of cadavers over the centuries and tells the 
engrossing story of our bodies when we are no 
longer with them. 

Eating Animals (Social science) By Jonathan 
Safran Foer Faced with the prospect of being 
unable to explain why we eat some animals and 
not others, author Jonathan Safran Foer set out to 
explore the origins of many eating traditions and 
the fictions involved with creating them. Traveling 
to the darkest corners of our dining habits, Foer 
raises the unspoken question behind every fish 
we eat, every chicken we fry, and every burger we 
grill. 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture 
in Crisis (Sociology) By J.D. Vance From a former 
marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful 
account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town 
that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles 
of America’s white working class. Hillbilly Elegy is 
a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in 
crisis—that of white working-class Americans.  

Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling (Art history) 
By Ross King Almost 500 years after 
Michelangelo Buonarroti frescoed the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel in Rome, the site still attracts 
throngs of visitors and is considered one of the 
artistic masterpieces of the world. Michelangelo 
and the Pope’s Ceiling unveils the story behind 
the art's making, a story rife with all the drama of a 
modern-day soap opera. 

Physics of the Future (Science) By Michio Kaku 
Renowned theoretical physicist Michio Kaku 
details the developments in computer technology, 
artificial intelligence, medicine, space travel, and 
more, that are poised to happen over the next 
hundred years. Kaku interviews three hundred of 
the world’s top scientists working in their labs on 
astonishing prototypes. 

The Professor and the Madman 
(Language/history) By Simon Winchester This 
book is a tale of madness, genius, and the 
incredible obsessions of two remarkable men that 
led to the making of the Oxford English 
Dictionary—and literary history. When the 
committee insisted on honoring the man who 
submitted more than 10,000 words by 1857, a 
shocking truth came to light: Dr. Minor, an 
American Civil War veteran, was also an inmate 
at an asylum for the criminally insane 

Educated (Education/Memoir) by Tara Westover 
An unforgettable memoir about a young girl who, 
kept out of school, leaves her survivalist family 
and goes on to earn a PhD from Cambridge 
University. Educated: A Memoir is the story of 
Tara Westover, who started her education 
formally at the age of 17. This is a tale of survival 
and struggle. Tara Westover was seventeen the 
first time she set foot in a classroom. ... Her father 
distrusted the medical establishment, so Tara 
never saw a doctor or nurse... 

 

**Special note: Please be aware that you may find material objectionable that others find acceptable. 

If in doubt about the above selections, check with your parents to help you make a good decision. 

 

 
 

 



 

Prolific Characteristics to Note  

1. Speaker: Think about who the writer is and what he or she NEEDS to communicate. This should help you 

determine the author’s credibility. MAKE NOTE OF:  

• Introductory facts (author backgrounds and relationship to the topic, bias, etc.)  

• Appeal to authority – how does the author establish credibility and character on the given topic?  

• Note words and language that indicate the author’s attitude or tone and where it shifts  

• Note when the author directly or indirectly states how he or she feels  

• Observe key lines that stand out as crucial to the author’s argument  

2. Context: Think about what caused the author to write about this topic and whether or not it is a valid reason. 

MAKE NOTE OF:  

• The author’s reasons for writing – what is the motivation?  

• Historical, political, and social issues surrounding the topic  

• The author’s personal reasons as well as the greater world influences for the piece  

• Evidence of views characteristic of the time period and culture surrounding the work  

• Descriptions of class judgments, racism, gender biases, stereotypes, etc.  

3. Audience: Think about what kind of person or people the author intended to view the piece. Is the author 

able to connect with that audience effectively? MAKE NOTE OF:  

• Evidence of who the author is trying to reach  

• Where the author directly or indirectly addresses a specific audience  

• Any “call to action” that the author is issuing to the reader  

• Appeal to audience’s feelings – what emotions does the speaker want the audience to feel through anecdotes 

and figurative language?  

4. Purpose: Think about the author’s purpose in writing this book and whether or not he or she is effective in 

that purpose. MAKE NOTE OF:  

• Specific reasons for writing (informing, persuading, arguing, refuting, exemplifying)  

• Appeal to reason – the author’s appeal to reason and logic. Examine how the author makes the reader believe 

in that purpose.  

5. Message: Think about what the book is discussing and whether or not the author shows why this subject 

matter is important. MAKE NOTE OF:  

• Elements related to the problem or issue  

• How the author develops or deepens the aspects of the problem or issue  

• How the author shows the complications related to the subject and the implication of it to you, the nation, the 

world, etc.  

 



 

Independent Enrichment (optional but strongly recommended): This will give you 
a considerable edge over other AP Lang students and will set you up for more 
success on your exam score. You need to be VERY knowledgeable of current events 
for this course. Your goal is to work toward becoming an INFORMED CITIZEN 
with a knowledgeable & logical opinion. Start practicing now.  

Read independently as much as possible over the summer, for pleasure and to expand your boundaries. It 
is important for this course that you read widely and continuously about current events, local, national 
and international issues, topics of interest in other fields (science, economics, psychology and other social 
sciences and Humanities, etc.) – your own interests should guide your reading. 

Examples of suggested newspapers/magazines: 

(feel free to explore any other North American or international publications containing substantive 
writing about current events and issues) 

The Globe and Mail (Canadian newspaper) 
The New York Times (US newspaper)     
The Washington Post (US newspaper) 
The Guardian (UK newspaper)    
Maclean’s (Canadian news magazine)  
The Economist (UK news magazine)      
Time (US news magazine)   
The New Yorker (US ideas magazine)          
The Atlantic (US ideas magazine)    
The National Review (US political magazine)   
Wired (US tech and current affairs magazine) 
Mic.com (online ideas magazine aimed at youth)   
Reason.com (US ideas magazine) 
Arts and Letters Daily (ALDaily.com – an online compilation of items from around the 
English-speaking world) 
 

You can also view a quick version of the news at https://www.cnn.com/cnn10 AND/OR subscribe to 
TheSkimm.com or TheFlipside.io to get articles via email on current topics from varying perspectives. 

 
 

Another great opportunity for enrichment comes from the many entertaining and fascinating non-fiction 
podcasts that you can listen to, at camp or on a road trip, or just hanging out in your backyard, such as: 
Freakonomics Radio; Malcolm Gladwell’s Revisionist History; This American Life; Strangers; B  
RadioLab; A History of the World in 100 Objects; Theory of Everything 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
http://www.theskimm.com/
http://www.theskimm.com/
http://theflipside.io/


 

 

Summer Reading Annotations Rubric                                                                      

+  (100/95/90)    

-Student has thoroughly annotated text with questions, observations, and connections to the      
 text/real life; summary of important ideas 
-Challenging words and concepts are marked; interesting and surprising parts are noted 
-Comments show a thorough understanding of the text 
-Consistent marking throughout the text (not bunched) 
-Student found examples of ALL or very nearly all of the required literary elements 
 (85/80) 
-Student has proficiently annotated the text with questions, observations, and connections to    
 the text/real life; some summary of important ideas 
-Some challenging words and concepts are marked; interesting and surprising parts are    
 noted 
-Comments show an understanding of the text 
-Somewhat sporadic marking throughout the text (some bunching) 
-Student found examples of many of the required literary elements 
(75/70) 

-Student annotations are insufficient but do contain a variety of comments 
-Few challenging words and concepts are marked; few interesting and surprising parts are 
 noted 
-Comments do not convey understanding of text 
-Few and sporadic marking throughout the text 
-Student found only a few of the required literary elements and/or repeatedly marked the    
 same elements 
(60/0)-Student made little to no effort to annotate the text 

-Few to no challenging words or concepts are marked; few to no interesting and surprising parts are noted 
-There seems to be no understanding of text 
-Marking is sporadic or almost nonexistent 
-Student seems to make little to no effort to find required literary elements 

 

SAMPLE ANNOTATED IMAGES: Although these are very extensive for one page, they give you a sample of 

what kinds of things to write in the margins for annotations Remember that highlighting and underlining alone 

DOES NOT COUNT as annotating. You must have a notation next to each marking for it to be considered an 

annotation. 1-2 proper annotations per page would yield an A using the rubric.  

 


